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SUBJECT: FREN CH-INDIAN NUCLEAR COOPERATION 
REF: A) PARIS 13729 B) IAEA VIENNA 3548 

1. ON MAY 4, 5, AND 6, LE MONDE CARRIED A SERIES 

ON THE INDIAN NUCLEAR WEAPON CAPABILITY, WRITTEN BY 
NICOLAS VICHNEY SHORTLY BEFORE HIS DEATH. 

VICHNEY, LE MONDE’S NUCLEAR EXPERT OVER THE PAST 
DECADE.WAS UNUSUALLY WELL-INFORMED, INDEPENDENT, 

AND RELIABLE. THE SERIES HAS BEEN FORWARDED TO 
EMBASSY NEW DELHI. BELOW ARE THE HIGHLIGHTS. 

2. FRENCH NUCLEAR ATTITUDES: VICHNEY DESCRIBED THE 
OCT 25 STATEMENT BY GISCARD D'ESTAING "AS A FIRST 
STEP NOT TOWARD THE SIGNATURE BY FRANCE OF THE NON- 
PROLIFERATION TREATY - THAT WOULD PROBABLY PROVOKE 
GRATUITOUSLY A STRONG REACTION FROM THE PARLIAMENTARY 
MAJORITY - BUT TOWARD THE CONTROL SYSTEM OF THE INTER- 
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EXPLOSION SUPPORTED THE FRENCH THESIS THAT THE NPT 
IS UNABLE TO ATTAIN ITS OBJECTIVE. DESPITE INDIAN 
RELUCTANCE, THE FRENCH ARE INSISTING ON SAFEGUARDING 
THE EXPERIMENTAL FAST BREEDER THEY ARE BUILDING FOR 
THE INDIANS (REF A). 

3. INDIA'S NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE CAPABILITY: VICHNEY 
QUOTES INDIAN AEC DIRECTOR SETHNA, THAT "INDIA IS NOT 

A NUCLEAR WEAPON POWER” AND DESCRIBES SETHNA'S ARGU- 
MENT AS: 

A) THE GOVT S BUDGET, WHICH IS PRESENTED IN AN OPEN, 
DETAILED WAY, SHOWS NO TRACE OF A NUCLEAR WEAPON 
PROGRAM; 

B) INDIA COULD NEVER HAVE THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO 
PURSUE A NUCLEAR "FORCE DE DISSUASION;" 

C) INDIA WAS NOT SEEKING THE CAPABILITY TO PRODUCE 
THE HIGHLY ENRICHED URANIUM NEEDED FOR A HYDROGEN 
BOMB CAPABILITY; 

D) THE ATOMIC ENERGY ACT, DEFINING THE POWERS OF 
THE INDIAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION, FORBIDS ALL 
MILITARY RESEARCH; AND 

E) SECRECY IS NOT MAINTAINED AT THE TROMBAY CENTER 
WHERE ALMOST ALL NUCLEAR RESEARCH IS CONCENTRA- 
TED. 

4. FOR SETHNA, THE INDIAN NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE CAPABILITY 
WILL BE USED TO UNDERTAKE LARGE PROJECTS IN THE 
HIMALAYAS AND TO EXPLOIT OFF-SHORE PETROLEUM PROJECTS. 
VICHNEXSN WHILE NOT REJECTING SETHNA'S ARGUMENT, SUG- 
GESTS INDIA WANTED THE PRESTIGE OF BEING A NUCLEAR 
POWER AND FEARED GROWING CHINESE MILITARY POWER. 
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